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Conflicts of Interest of Canadian Medical School Deans: A Cross-Sectional Study

Les conflits d’intérêts des doyens des facultés de médecine du Canada : une étude transversale

JOE L L E XC H I N

APPENDIX 1. Full data

University site 
of medical 
school

Name of 
dean

Medical school website Google search

Publications and conflictsConflicts URL

Date 
appointed 
dean Conflicts URL

Dalhousie 
University

David R. 
Anderson

Founding member 
and former chair 
of the VECTOR 
Research Group (now 
Canadian Venous 
Thromboembolism 
Research Network 
[CanVECTOR]), a 
multi-centre Canadian 
collaborative team 
focused on studying 
blood clotting 
disorders that, to 
date, has received 
more than $50 million 
in funding (Industry 
partners: Leo, Bristol-
Myers Squibb, Pfizer, 
Sanofi, Bayer, Aniara 
Diagnostica LLC, 
Alexion)

https://medicine.dal.ca/
dean.html

7/1/2015 None found Journal of Thrombosis and Haemostasi, 
2012:10;2039–2044 (BioMerrieux); Journal of 
Thrombosis and Haemostasi,2012;11: 474–480 
(BioMerrieux); Journal of Thrombosis and 
Haemostasi, 2021;19:1526–1532 (BioMerrieux)

McGill 
University

Lesley 
Fellows

None https://healthenews.
mcgill.ca/lesley-
fellows-mdcm-
appointed-vice-
principal-health-affairs-
and-dean-of-the-
faculty-of-medicine-
and-health-sciences/

7/31/2023 None found
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appointed 
dean Conflicts URL

McMaster 
University

Paul 
O’Byrne

In 2002 he was the 
executive director of 
the Firestone Institute 
for Respiratory Health 
(stepped down when 
he became dean); 
led the AllerGen NCE 
Clinical Investigator 
Collaborative

https://dailynews.
mcmaster.ca/articles/
paul-obyrne-is-dean-
and-vp-of-the-faculty-
of-health-sciences/

7/1/2016 None found *Allergy, 2023;00:1–4. (Funded: AstraZeneca 
Canada; COI: personal fees for consulting or 
speaker fees from AstraZeneca, GSK, MedImmune, 
Chiesi, Menarini and Covis and research grants from 
AstraZeneca, MedImmune, Biohaven, Merck and 
Bayer); *American Journal of Respiratory and Critical 
Care Medicine, Volume 207 Number 11 | June 1 
2023:e79-e96 (COI: served as a consultant for 
AstraZeneca, GlaxoSmithKline, Sage, Teva; served 
as a speaker for Chiesi, Covis; received research 
support from AstraZeneca, Bayer, GlaxoSmithKline, 
Merck, Novartis); *European Respiratory 
Journal,61:2201193-2201193. 2023 (Funded: 
Novartis Pharma AG; COI: grants in aid of research 
from Novartis for the conduct of the current 
study, as well as from AstraZeneca, Medimmune, 
Biohaven, Merck and Bayer for research outside 
the current study, and received personal fees for 
consulting or speaker fees from AstraZeneca, 
GSK, Medimmune, Chiesi, Menarini and Covis); 
*Pulmonary Pharmacology and Therapeutics 78 
(2023) 102184 (Funded Novartis Pharma; COI: 
grants (institutional payment) from AstraZeneca, 
Novartis, Biohaven, Merck and GSK; consulting 
fees from AstraZeneca, GSK, Covis, Novartis 
and Teva; and payment or honoraria for lectures, 
presentations, speakers bureaus, manuscript writing 
or educational events from AstraZeneca, Covis, 
Cipla, GSK and Menarini, in the past 36 months); 
*Allergy,2023;78:402–417 (Funded: AstraZeneca 
Canada; COI: personal fees for consulting or 
speaker fees from AstraZeneca, GSK, Medimmune, 
Chiesi, Menarini, and Covis and research grants 
from AstraZeneca, Medimmune, Biohaven, Merck, 
and Bayer. RL reports receiving consulting or 
speaker fees from AstraZeneca, GlaxoSmithKline, 
Regeneron, Sanofi Genzyme and Valeo Pharma Inc)

Memorial 
University of 
Newfoundland

Dolores 
McKeen 
(interim)

None https://www.mun.ca/
medicine/about-us/
office-of-the-dean/
dr-dolores-mckeen/

8/25/2023 None found  
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NOSM 
University

Sarita 
Verma

None https://www.nosm.
ca/2019/07/02/
dr-sarita-verma-starts-
as-new-dean-of-nosm/

7/1/2019 None found

Queen’s 
University

Jane 
Philpott

None https://www.queensu.
ca/gazette/stories/
jane-philpott-named-
dean-faculty-health-
sciences-queens-
university

7/1/2020 None found

Université de 
Montréal

Patrick 
Cossette

None https://medecine.
umontreal.ca/faculte/
direction-gouvernance/
doyen/

9/1/2020 None found *Neurology Genetics, 2016;2:e115; doi: 10.1212/ 
(COI: funding from UCB Pharmaceuticals)

Université de 
Sherbrooke

Dominique 
Dorion

None https://www.
usherbrooke.
ca/medecine/
faculte/direction/
pr-dominique-dorion

7/1/2017 None found

Université 
Laval

Julien 
Poitras

None https://www.fmed.
ulaval.ca/faculte-et-
reseau/a-propos-de-
la-faculte/direction-et-
gouvernance/julien-
poitras

10/1/2017 None found

University of 
Alberta

Brenda 
Himmelgarn

None https://www.ualberta.
ca/medicine/about/
governance/dean.html

1/1/2020 None found

University 
of British 
Columbia

Dermot 
Kelleher

Non-executive 
director of ICON plc, 
a globally leading 
clinical research 
organization since 
2008

https://www.med.ubc.
ca/person/dermot-
kelleher/

9/1/2015 Co-founded 
Opsona 
Therapeutics 
in 2004 
(went into 
liquidation in 
2019)

https://
en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/
Dermot_P._
Kelleher
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University of 
Calgary

Todd J. 
Anderson

None https://ucalgary.
ca/news/dr-todd-
anderson-appointed-
dean-cumming-school-
medicine

7/1/2022 None found *Journal of the American College of Cardiology, May 
2016; Vol 67, Issue 21 2553-2554 (Funded: Abbott 
Laboratories; COI: consulting fees from Merck; 
lecture fees from Merck and Oryx Pharmaceuticals; 
and support through his institution from Merck for 
rounds speakers); *American Heart Journal, June 
2016; Vol 176; 83-92 PubMed: 27264224 (Funded: 
Amgen; COI: research collaborations with Amgen, 
Merck, and Pfizer); *JACC: Cardiovascular Imaging, 
Vol. 15, NO. 4, 2022 April 2022:705–711 (COI: 
received honoraria (<$5,000) for speaking from 
Amgen Inc, Bayer, and Sanofi; and was the local 
principal investigator on clinical research studies for 
Amgen Inc and Dalcor); *American Heart Journal, 
2020;224:65-76 (Funded: AbbVie); *Journal of the 
American College of Cardiology, 2018;72:2012–21 
(Funded: Amgen; COI: honoraria for speaking from 
Amgen Inc., Bayer, and Sanofi; and was the local 
principle investigator on clinical research studies for 
Amgen, Merck, and Dalcor)

University of 
Manitoba

Peter 
Nickerson

None https://umanitoba.ca/
health-sciences/deans-
office

9/1/2022 None found *Trials, (2022) 23:1042 (https://doi.org/10.1186/
s13063-022-06897-3) (Funded: CSL Behring; COI: 
Consulting Fee; CSL Behring, ITB-MED. Grant/
Research Support; NIH. Honoraria (Speaker); 
Astellas)

University of 
Ottawa

Bernard 
Jasmin

None https://med.uottawa.
ca/en/people/jasmin-
bernard

10/1/2018 None found

University of 
Saskatchewan

Preston 
Smith

None https://medicine.usask.
ca/contacts/dean-of-
medicine.php

7/1/2014 None found

University of 
Toronto

Patricia 
Houston 
(interim)

None https://
temertymedicine.
utoronto.ca/office-
dean

9/1/2023 None found

Western 
University

John Yoo None https://www.schulich.
uwo.ca/about/deans_
office/meet_the_dean.
html

5/1/2020 None found
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