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Appendix 1

TABLE A1. Which of the following factors helped you decide not to get the COVID-19 vaccine? 
(Select all that apply)

Accessibility

	
 I cannot get time off of work.
	
 I do not have access to transport to allow me to get to a vaccination appointment.
	
 I do not know how to or have been unable to get an appointment.
	
 The nearest vaccination location is too far away.
	
 I am too busy and simply do not have time.

Social factors

	
 I do not know of anyone in my social circle who received the vaccine.
	
 Taking this vaccine is against my religious/personal/political beliefs or values.
	
 I have already had COVID-19 and have natural immunity.
	
 Someone in my household already had COVID-19.
	
 Someone in my work got COVID-19.
	
 Someone in my social circle who is not in my household (friends/family/acquaint-

ance) already had COVID-19.
	
 A trusted medical professional told me to not get vaccinated. 

If so, who (e.g., family doctor, specialist, nurse, etc.)?
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Beliefs, values and experiences

	
 I am afraid of needles.
	
 I do not trust vaccines in general (not just the COVID-19 vaccine).
	
 They made the vaccine too fast.
	
 I do not trust the medical system.
	
 I do not trust the government.
	
 I am worried about the vaccine altering my DNA.
	
 I do not want to be a guinea pig.
	
 I already had COVID-19.
	
 I got the first dose and had a bad reaction.
	
 I have a medical exemption from my physician.
	
 The risk of side effects outweighs the risk of having COVID-19.
	
 Vaccines go against natural/alternative medicine. 
	
 This has been blown out of proportion.
	
 I am worried about the vaccine’s effects on my fertility.
	
 Taking this vaccine is against my religious/personal beliefs or values.
	
 I am opposed to the government forcing us to get vaccinated.
	
 I never get sick except for when I get vaccinated.

Marketing factors

	
 Information keeps changing; it is hard to know what to believe. 
	
 I do not know what is in the vaccine and do not want it in my body.
	
 I do not understand how the vaccines work.
	
 I saw information on the internet or in the news, which made me not want the 

vaccine.
	
 Other.
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TABLE A2. Distribution of reasons for not receiving the vaccine

Reason for not receiving the vaccine #

Accessibility (n = 8)

I cannot get time off of work. 1

I do not have access to transport to allow me to get to a vaccination appointment. 1

I do not know how or have been unable to get an appointment. 2

The nearest vaccination location is too far away. 2

I am too busy and simply do not have time. 2

Social factors (n = 101)

I do not know of anyone in my social circle who received the vaccine. 46

Taking this vaccine is against my religious/personal/political beliefs or values. 14

I have already had COVID-19 and have natural immunity. 21

Someone in my household already had COVID-19. 10

Someone in my work got COVID-19. 4

Someone in my social circle who is not in my household (friends/family/acquaintance) 
already had COVID-19.

2

A trusted medical professional told me to not get vaccinated 8

If so, who (e.g., family doctor, specialist, nurse, etc.)? 4

Beliefs, values and experiences (n = 1,214)

I am afraid of needles. 20

I do not trust vaccines in general (not just the COVID-19 vaccine). 19

They made the vaccine too fast. 144

I do not trust the medical system. 119

I do not trust the government. 138

I am worried about the vaccine altering my DNA. 67

I do not want to be a guinea pig. 146

I already had COVID-19. 18

I got the first dose and had a bad reaction. 0

I have a medical exemption from my physician. 10

The risk of side effects outweighs the risk of having COVID-19. 126

Vaccines go against natural/alternative medicine. 43

This has been blown out of proportion. 96
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I am worried about the vaccine’s effects on my fertility. 39

Taking this vaccine is against my religious/personal beliefs or values. 49

I am opposed to the government forcing us to get vaccinated. 152

I never get sick except for when I get vaccinated. 28

Marketing factors (n = 201)

Information keeps changing; it is hard to know what to believe. 124

I do not know what is in the vaccine and do not want it in my body. 12

I do not understand how the vaccines work. 5

I saw information on the internet or in the news, which made me not want the vaccine. 25

Other. 35

Please specify

TABLE A3. How serious of a threat is COVID-19?

Unvaccinated participants

Vaccinated 
participants  
(n = 2,471)

“They made the 
vaccine too fast.” 
Yes (n = 144)

“They made the 
vaccine too fast.” 
No (n = 97)

Total  
(n = 241)

How serious of a threat do you think the coronavirus (the COVID-19) pandemic is to yourself?

Not serious at all 32.6% (n = 47) 28.9% (n = 28) 31.1% (n = 75) 4.4% (n = 108)

Not very serious 35.4% (n = 51) 24.7% (n = 24) 31.1% (n = 75) 16.4% (n = 404)

Somewhat serious 23.6% (n = 34) 33.0% (n = 32) 27.4% (n = 66) 43.6% (n = 1,064)

Very serious 8.3% (n = 12) 13.4% (n = 13) 10.4% (n = 25) 36.2% (n = 895)

How serious of a threat do you think the coronavirus (the COVID-19) pandemic is to Canadians?

Not serious at all 24.3% (n = 35) 21.7% (n = 21) 23.2% (n = 56) 1.8% (n = 44)

Not very serious 41.0% (n = 59) 25.8% (n = 25) 34.9% (n = 84) 9.1% (n = 224)

Somewhat serious 27.1% (n = 39) 35.1% (n = 34) 30.3% (n = 73) 40.8% (n = 1,007)

Very serious 7.6% (n = 11) 17.5% (n = 17) 11.6% (n = 28) 48.4% (n = 1,196)
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TABLE A4. Social circle vaccination status

Unvaccinated participants

Vaccinated 
participants  
(n = 2,471)

“They made the 
vaccine too fast.” 
Yes (n = 144)

“They made the 
vaccine too fast.” 
No (n = 97)

Total  
(n = 241)

How many adults do you know in your circle of friends or neighbours who have been or plan to be 
vaccinated against COVID-19?

All or most 34.0% (n = 49) 33.0% (n = 32) 33.6% (n = 81) 90.5% (n = 2,236)

Some or a few 43.8% (n = 63) 36.1% (n = 35) 40.7% (n = 98) 6.1% (n = 151)

None 6.9% (n = 10) 17.5% (n = 17) 11.2% (n = 27) 0.9% (n = 23)

Not sure 15.3% (n = 22) 13.4% (n = 13) 14.5% (n = 35) 2.5% (n = 61)

How many adults do you know in your circle of family or neighbours who do not plan to be vaccinated 
against COVID-19 for any reason, even though they are eligible and vaccines are available to them?

All or most 17.4% (n = 25) 21.7% (n = 21) 19.1% (n = 46) 2.2% (n = 54)

Some or a few 68.8% (n = 99) 50.5% (n = 49) 61.4% (n = 148) 39.6% (n = 979)

None 4.9% (n = 7) 14.4% (n = 14) 8.7% (n = 21) 53.1% (n = 1,311)

Not sure 9.0% (n = 13) 13.4% (n = 13) 10.8% (n = 26) 5.1% (n = 127)
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