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Dr. G. Ross Baker to be Awarded the 
Filerman Prize for Innovation in Health Services Management Education 

at 2007 AUPHA Annual Meeting

Arlington, VA – In recognition of his significant and outstanding contributions to the field, and the example he has set in the field of health administration education, the Filerman Prize Selection Committee selected G. Ross Baker, PhD, of the University of Toronto, as the 2007 recipient of the Filerman Prize for Innovation in Health Services Management Education.  He will be presented with the award on May 31st at the 2007 Association of University Programs in Health Administration (AUPHA) Annual Meeting in Orlando, Florida.  The Filerman Prize was established to honor Gary L. Filerman, PhD, the first President of AUPHA, for his many years of service to the Association.  
The Prize recognizes individuals from AUPHA member programs who have made outstanding contributions to the field of healthcare management education, who have exhibited leadership in the field, and who have enriched their institutions, their students, and healthcare management education through their work.  The Filerman Prize is administered by AUPHA with the generous support of the University of Minnesota’s Healthcare Alumni Association/Foundation and the many friends of Dr. Filerman.
In nominating Ross Baker for this award, Peggy Leatt, PhD, chair of the graduate and undergraduate program in health policy and administration at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill wrote, “Ross was instrumental in introducing modern quality improvement and patient safety knowledge into the health administration curriculum. He has worked in several interdisciplinary curriculum projects on quality. He has been active in creating effective relationships between academic programs and practitioners and health association leaders in both the U.S. and Canada.”
Dr. Baker is Professor in the Department of Health Policy, Management and Evaluation at the University of Toronto’s Faculty of Medicine.  He received both his M.A. degree and doctorate from the University of Toronto.  
Dr. Baker co-chairs a working group on methods and measures for patient safety for the World Health Organization. He chairs the Advisory Committee on Research and Evaluation for the Canadian Patient Safety Institute; serves on the boards of the Health Quality Council of Saskatchewan, the Institute for Safe Medication Practice (ISMP) Canada, and the Clinical Standards, Guidelines and Quality Committee of Cancer Care Ontario; is Chair of the Measurement Working Group; and serves as a member of the Steering Committee for the Safer Healthcare Now! campaign (the Canadian adaptation of the U.S. 100,000 Lives initiative) organized to improve patient safety. 

Additionally, Dr. Baker was the first Canadian to serve as Co-Chair of the IHI U.S. National Forum, the leading quality and safety meeting. He also helped to found the Quality Healthcare Network in Ontario. From June 2002 until June 2004 he served as Chair of the Association of University Programs in Health Administration (AUPHA), and from 2001 until 2004 he was a member of the board of the National Center for Healthcare Leadership in Chicago. 

His current research focuses on further analyses of the Canadian Adverse Events study data, and on the governance of patient safety activities in Australia, New Zealand, England and the U.S. Dr. Baker is also leading a project, Quality by Design funded by the Ontario Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care and is analyzing five high performing health care systems that have been successful in using improvement tools and knowledge to transform outcomes. Lessons learned from these detailed case studies will guide system leaders in the development of a strategic focus in quality, the identification of investments in improvement capability, and the development of a set of resources that regions and organizations can use to assess and develop capabilities locally. 

###

AUPHA is a global network of colleges, universities, faculty, individuals and organizations dedicated to improving health outcomes by promoting excellence in healthcare management education. AUPHA fosters excellence and innovation in healthcare management education, research and practice by providing opportunities for member programs to learn from each other, by influencing practice, and by promoting the value of healthcare management education. It is the only non-profit entity of its kind that works to improve the delivery of health services - and thus the health of citizens - throughout the world by educating professional managers at the entry level.
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